
KENTWOOD ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 

MINUTES 

December 12, 2022 

 

Members Present:  Green, Clements, Blubaugh, Coughlin, DeBruyn, Tyson, Gaffin, Swoboda 

Members Absent:  Deluccia, with notification 

Others Present: Lisa Golder, Economic Development Planner  

 

1. Roll Call  

 

2. Approval of Minutes: 

 

Motion by Clements with support from DeBruyn, to approve the minutes of November 14, 2022. 

 

       --Motion Carried— 

 

 

3. King Pot Liquor Licenses Review 

The EDC members discussed the King Pot application for a liquor license.  The final issue to be 

resolved by the applicant was whether the applicant would be approved for a home equity loan;  

the applicant has now received approval.    There was discussion regarding the outstanding 

issues and concerns regarding the application.  The members discussed the following conditions 

of approval: 

• Applicant must receive a certificate of occupancy and open the business 

• The applicant must abide by the terms of the lease 

• EDC must consent to any relocation of the license within city boundaries (outside of city 

boundaries would not be permitted for a time period of three years) 

 

After discussion, 

 

A motion was made by Swoboda with support from Clements to recommend to the 

City Commission the approval of the liquor license for King Pot Inc.  with the following 

conditions: 

 

• Applicant must receive a certificate of occupancy and open the business 

• The applicant must abide by the terms of the lease 

• EDC must consent to any relocation of the license within city boundaries (outside of 

city boundaries would not be permitted for a time period of three years) 

 

--Motion Carried, 7-1-- 

 

 

 The basis for the approval is as follows: 



• The business has submitted evidence of their financial statements, projections, and tax 

returns that were reviewed by the EDC 

• The applicant has experience as a restauranteur/facilities operator in the greater Grand 

Rapids area. 

• The applicant has received approval for a home equity loan which shall assist in the 

rising cost of construction. 

• The applicant cannot sell or otherwise transfer the liquor license out of the city of 

Kentwood for at least three years. 

• The restaurant is located in an area that has seen some tenant turnover and the 

opening of a new restaurant will benefit the center 

• The restaurant will likely be more successful with the addition of a liquor license. 

 

 

4. Use of EDC funds 

Lisa said that EDC members Coughlin, Tyson, Blubaugh and Keith Morgan of the Wyoming-

Kentwood Chamber of Commerce have been working on a program for the use of the Revolving 

Loan Fund funds.  Sabo PR has developed a branded flyer about the RLF that can be provided to 

banks or individuals that may qualify for the larger, traditional EDC loan.  The flyer will also be 

available on the city’s website.  The flyer will promote the RLF to entities that may wish to apply 

for the RLF program. 

 

However, the committee also saw a need to serve smaller businesses by offering a microloan 

program.  The microloan program is a loan provided to a small business after completion of a 

series of training sessions regarding marketing, finances, sales and customer service.  The 

recipient of the loan would also need to make a presentation to the EDC regarding its business.  

The businesses targeted would be those with sales approximately $15,000-100,000.  Robin 

noted that the information is available online for businesses with sales of $250,000 or less.  Sabo 

PR would assist in the marketing of the program which would include social media marketing.   

After additional discussion, 

 

A motion was made by Clements, with support from DeBruyn to approve the concept 

of the microloan program, with additional information to follow in the coming 

months. 

 

--Motion Carried— 

 

Details regarding the program will be coming in the next several months, with a roll out of the 

program in the spring. 

 

 

5. Discussion regarding temporary signage and open-air businesses in Kentwood 

Lisa said that the city had acted during Covid to help the business community by temporarily 

removing the restrictions on temporary signage and commercial open-air display.  Prior to 

Covid, each parcel of commercial or industrial property (including multi-tenant strip malls) was 



permitted to have 50 days of temporary signage during the calendar year.  Only one sign per 

parcel could be displayed at a time, and the city allowed the landlord (in the case of a multi-

tenant building) to determine who could use the signage throughout the year.  During Covid, the 

reduction of restrictions helped businesses advertise hours of operation, and food delivery 

options.  The provisions for temporary signage do not include advertising for job openings, 

which is already permitted and will continue to be permitted in the city.   

 

The temporary provisions for open air businesses were intended to allow businesses to have 

outdoor sales and dining.  Most businesses did not take advantage of these provisions, as 

outdoor sales and dining were already permitted with city approval.  

 

After discussion,  

 

A motion was made with support to recommend that the city consider additional day 

for open air display up to a maximum of 75 days for multitenant buildings. 

 

       -Motion Carried— 

 

 

6. Other business 

Earl said he has a sold his house and has relocated outside of Kentwood.  Rick said that the EDC 

bylaws do not address the issue of non-residents on the EDC, but the EDC should review as a 

policy matter. 

 

Earl said that his firm is representing the owners of the Patterson Farm that is currently on the 

market.  He thought that the EDC ought to be involved in the discussion regarding the future use 

of the property.   

 

Lisa said that the city has designated the farm as “Conservation Oriented Development” in the 

Master Plan in order to allow for the greatest amount of flexibility in its eventual development. 

The Master Plan designation will need to be updated with the development of the Patterson 

Farm and there will be ample opportunity for the EDC to be involved in these meetings. 

 

7. The next meeting of the Kentwood EDC is scheduled for January 9, 2023 as the third Tuesday in 

January is a national holiday. 

 

 

Meeting adjourned. 

 

 


